Refugees have made great contributions to the UHKcesitime
immemorial. Research has repeatedly shown thatgh population of
refugees in the UK are highly qualified. Despite tharriers they face, a
home office study shows that they pay 10% more tinéotreasury coffers
than they take ou{~£2.6b in 200P According to the Greater London
Authority, 23% of doctors and 47% of nurses workimighin the NHS
were born outside the UK.

How many times do we come across alarming headimplying refugees
and asylum seekers are criminals? A recent Associatf Chief Police
Officers report confirmed that there is no evidefioe a higher rate of
criminality among the refugees and asylum seekeract, despite having
fled danger in their home country, they are mdkelji to become victims
of crime in the UK.

Contrary to popular belief, the UK hosts a smadktfion of the world’s refugees.
Of more than 11.5 million refugees found worldwidaly 1.8% come to the UK.

Asia has 4.5 million while Africa has over 3.5 nah refugees and over 10
million internally displaced people. In 2001, UKnea 10" out of 15 in the EU in

terms of asylum applications in relation to the rallepopulation. Considering
global refugee and asylum seeking populations.elation to the host country
size, population and wealth, the UK rank$“3avith Iran, Burundi, and Guinea
taking the greatest burden.

Think of the person living beside who is a refugeBid you
know this person is likely to be a professionalgtdo, lawyer,
teacher, social worker, etevho could provide valuable service to
you? Think about Britain’s rich cultural diversityffood, fashion,
music, art - and its contribution to tourism. Thiakthe caring
and voluntary support refugees provide within teenmunities,
one that has made a tremendous difference in maoyl@'s lives.
In reality, as one human right’s expert said, ‘. ugges can bring
significant benefits both economic and culturalothnly do we
need to understand why refugees need to be offenectuary, but
also recognise their contributions.
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Real people real live  Real stories

‘Newspaper and politician say we should go home. Do
you think that if our home was safe we would want t
come here? No. We would be in our home. One day |
hope to go home and build a place where homeless
people can go’ Lindica, 14

‘| feel safe when | am at home, | do not feel safen |
am alone’ School childrfriNotre dame

‘No matter how bad things are here-back home thargs
much, much worse so people come here. Nothing ean b
as bad as what you experienced back home. Peogke bal
home are not struggling, they are dying-and it'gdreto
struggle than to die-so they won't stay where they.
Sonia, 16

‘I would like politicians and friends, to stop péep
abusing people who come from far away.’ Adrian, 12

‘I hope that we can raise awareness of refugeew) et
just refugees but human beings and that it redtioes
attacks that refugees face’ Luan, 12

‘We need to enable wider society to see younggess
as young people- and as talented, resourcefulpchgr
people, it's not numbers that get deported-it's hom
beings Patrick, 18

There has been much work done in Greenwich to stippo
and promote awareness of refugee’s issues. Waad! h
our apart to play making our communities a bettace

for everyone

Refugees can
be famous
people

Michael
marks(Marks &
Spencer)

Karl Marx
Oliver Tambo
Wole Soyinka
Halah Afsher
Victor Hugo
Dalai Lama
Joseph Conrad

Carl Djerassi

Sir Alex
Isigonis

Lucian Freud
Albert Einstein
Georg Solti

Rabbi Hugo
Gryn

Lord Hamlyn

Victor Hugo
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